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5 of 5 review helpful This book sets the agenda for the 21st century By Keith Thomas McMichael s synthesis is the 
evolutionary synthesis and he is ruthless in his rigour People are humans are Homo sapiens are one of the primates one 
of the animals one of the planet s living species By any objective criteria humans have reached plague proportions and 
our future is bleak McMichael takes Darwin s theory This compelling account charts the relentless trajectory of 
humankind and its changing survival and disease patterns across place and time from when our ancient ancestors 
roamed the African Savannah to today s populous industrialised globalising world This expansion of human frontiers 
geographic climatic cultural and technological has encountered frequent setbacks from disease famine and dwindling 
resources The social and environmental transformations wrough very valuable reading for advanced students or 
anyone else interested in the place of humans in the world Journal of the Royal Anthropological Society This book 
achieves an unusual and important synthesis of the large scale evolutionary 
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