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Over the past several decades vanadium has increasingly attracted the interest of biologists and chemists The 
discovery by Henze in 1911 that certain marine ascidians accumulate the metal in their blood cells in unusually large 
quantities has done much to stimulate research on the role of vanadium in biology In the intervening years a large 
number of studies have been carried out to investigate the toxicity of vanadium in higher animals and to determine 
whether it is 
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