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3 of 3 review helpful A Great Analysis of a National Disaster By Norman A Pattis Sending folks off to prison is a sad 
reality for criminal defense lawyers From the well of the court these voyages are always cast as morality plays dramas 
in which the defendant is accused of transgressing some social and perhaps also some moral code Holding the 
defendant accountable is the rhetorical move prosecutors and judges rely When Dr John Snow first traced an outbreak 
of cholera to a water pump in the Soho district of London in 1854 the field of epidemiology was born Ernest Drucker 
rsquo s A Plague of Prisons takes the same concepts and tools of public health that have successfully tracked 
epidemics of flu tuberculosis and AIDS to make the case that our current unprecedented level of imprisonment has 
become an epidemic Drucker passionately argues that imprisonment original With voluminous data and meticulous 
analysis Drucker persuasively demonstrates in his provocative new book that the unprecedented surge in incarceration 
in recent decades is a social catastrophe on the scale of the worst global epidemics Michelle 
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