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In this powerful work of conceptual and analytical originality the author argues for the primacy of the material 
arrangements of the laboratory in the dynamics of modern molecular biology In a post Kuhnian move away from the 
hegemony of theory he develops a new epistemology of experimentation in which research is treated as a process for 
producing epistemic things A central concern of the book is the basic question of how novelty is generated in the 
empirical sc ldquo This is one of the most profound works in the history and philosophy of science in decades One 
seldom encounters works of such depth and originality its conceptual framework and analytical tools are truly 
pathbreaking The literary style of the work i 
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