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Rationalizing Epidemics: Meanings and Uses of American Indian Mortality since 1600: 

7 of 8 review helpful Tragic encounters By G Hodgson In 1604 sixteen years before the Pilgrim Fathers staggered 
ashore in Plymouth Bay in a snowstorm Samuel de Champlain visited the site that was to be Plymouth and left us a 
neat map on which the main features the Town Brook Plymouth s Long Beach and Clark s Island among them can be 
clearly seen You can also see all the signs of a thriving healthy native Amer Ever since their arrival in North America 
European colonists and their descendants have struggled to explain the epidemics that decimated native populations 
Century after century they tried to understand the causes of epidemics the vulnerability of American Indians and the 
persistence of health disparities They confronted their own responsibility for the epidemics accepted the obligation to 
intervene and imposed social and medical reforms to improve conditions I Rationalizing Epidemics is a superb work 
of scholarship By contextualizing his deep and thorough research in original documents within the larger literature on 
the history and nature of epidemics Jones has produced a profound account of how epidemics 
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