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4 of 4 review helpful an intriguing blend of many diverse source texts By S Hall Even though the United States was 
still a young country during the nineteenth century where Shah begins his interweaving of public health race and 
citizenship a strong enough sense of identity had been established to create a milieu of xenophobia with regard to non 
Western cultures In setting up the perspective of the alien as Other an Contagious Divides charts the dynamic 
transformation of representations of Chinese immigrants from medical menace in the nineteenth century to model 
citizen in the mid twentieth century Examining the cultural politics of public health and Chinese immigration in San 
Francisco this book looks at the history of racial formation in the U S by focusing on the development of public health 
bureaucracies Nayan Shah notes how the production of Chinese diffe From the Inside Flap Nayan Shah has written a 
book of exceptional originality and importance With a focus on issues of body family and home central concerns of 
urban health reform he illuminates the role of political leaders public opinion and profe 
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