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9 of 9 review helpful Not exactly what I expected By Molly Prusiner a great scientist is rightly honored for the first 
and very difficult purification of prions he coined the term and with insisting and proving against the tide that they 
were infectious proteins with no discernible amount of genetic material an idea that was prescient for its time in this 
book he tells the story of the excruciating efforts it took A first person account of a revolutionary scientific discovery 
that is now helping to unravel the mysteries of brain diseases In 1997 Stanley B Prusiner received a Nobel Prize the 
world s most prestigious award for nbsp achievement in physiology or medicine That he was the sole recipient of the 
award for the year was entirely appropriate His struggle to identify the agent responsible for ravaging the brains of 
animals suffering from scrapie a ldquo Madness and Memory is the story of one of the most important discoveries in 
recent medical history and it is also a vivid and compelling portrait of a life in science rdquo mdash Oliver Sacks 
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