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1 of 1 review helpful A fair look at vaccine history for more than two centuries By Sara I enjoyed reading this book 
for its historical perspective as well as for the few chapters of investigative journalism done during recent whooping 
cough outbreaks I think Allen portrayed anti vaccinating parents somewhat unfairly during the whooping cough 
epidemic but perhaps his account was accurate based on what he experienced More A timely fair minded and crisply 
written account New York Times Book ReviewVaccine juxtaposes the stories of brilliant scientists with the industry s 
struggle to produce safe effective and profitable vaccines It focuses on the role of military and medical authority in the 
introduction of vaccines and looks at why some parents have resisted this authority Political and social intrigue have 
often accompanied vaccination From Publishers Weekly Vaccines are one of the most important and controversial 
achievements in public health Washington based journalist Allen explores in depth this dark horse of medicine from 
the first instances of doctors saving patients from smallpox by in 
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